
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
AEG ANNOUNCES ROUTE DETAILS OF 2006 AMGEN TOUR OF CALIFORNIA  

World Class Cycling Field to Compete Across 600-Miles of California 
Roadway In Eight Day Stage Race 

 

LOS ANGELES, January 17, 2006 – AEG, one of the world’s leading sports and 

entertainment presenters, today announced route details of the inaugural Amgen 

Tour of California (UCI 2.1) which will make its way from San Francisco to 

Redondo Beach, CA along a demanding 600-mile course.  Also announced 

today, 16 international and domestic teams will traverse the state from north to 

south in this eight-day professional cycling stage race modeled after the Tour de 

France.  The Amgen Tour of California is scheduled to take place from February 

19-26, 2006. 

Sanctioned by the UCI (Union Cycliste International) and USA Cycling, the 

Amgen Tour of California is one of the most anticipated events on the 

international cycling calendar.  Between the opening Prologue in San Francisco 

and the finale in Redondo Beach, the race will visit ten host cities for official 

stage starts and finishes while the many communities along the route will have 

the opportunity to witness the excitement of elite bicycle racing.  Host cities for 

the eight daily stages include: San Francisco, Sausalito, Santa Rosa, Martinez, 

San Jose, Monterey, San Louis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Thousand Oaks and 

Redondo Beach. 

“We designed the inaugural course with both racers and spectators in 

mind,” said Bob Colarossi, managing director of AEG Cycling, LLC.  “It offers the 

world’s best cyclists some of the most challenging terrain that California has to 

offer.  We’ve designed a beautiful course and we look forward to bringing a 

beautiful sporting event to the doorsteps of California communities.” 
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"Amgen is pleased to sponsor this world class cycling event which will 

showcase the state of California and its beautiful scenery," said Jim Daly, senior 

vice president, Amgen North America Commercial Operations. 

Prologue: Sunday, Feb. 19 

At 11 a.m., riders will open the competition with a short, intense Prologue 

through the streets of San Francisco. Starting by the Ferry Building at Pier 1, the 

1.9-mile course will run along the Embarcardero until making the sharp left onto 

Bay Street that will bring the riders up the tight and steep climb through 

Telegraph Hill to the finish at Coit Tower. 

Stage One: Monday, Feb. 20 

With the start on the Marin side of the San Francisco Bay, Stage One will 

cover roughly 84 miles from Sausalito to Santa Rosa.  On its way up Highway 1, 

the course will run through the Marin Headlands, flanked on both sides by 

national parkland, before leaving the Point Reyes National Seashore for the 

race’s first sprint competition line in Point Reyes.  After crossing into Sonoma, 

spectators can watch the race for the stage win unfold as the field completes 

three laps of a technical finishing circuit in downtown Santa Rosa. 

Stage Two: Tuesday, Feb. 21 

The race will next turn south toward two decisive days in San Jose.  After 

neutral parade laps in the start city of Martinez, the stage is a hilly ride through 

the East Bay that will bring the race over its first significant climb.  Coming 22 

miles before the finish line in downtown San Jose, the Sierra Road climb east of 

the city center will be the first Category One (highest ranked in order of difficulty) 

ascent in the King of the Mountains competition.  

Stage Three: Wednesday, Feb. 22 

A 17-mile Individual Time Trial on the outskirts of San Jose will test the 

cyclists on an undulating course along the Chesbro and Calero Reservoirs.  

Stage Four: Thursday, Feb. 23 

The “Queen Stage” of this year’s race begins in Monterey and follows 

scenic Highway 1 where the mountains run into the Pacific Ocean.  At 130 miles, 

this is the longest stage of the 2006 race and will test the riders on consistently  
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hilly and technical terrain.  The six-hour day will see the athletes go through the 

community of Big Sur and by Hearst Castle before shifting inland toward the 

finish in San Luis Obispo. 

Stage Five: Friday, Feb. 24 

Starting in Mission Plaza in San Luis Obispo, Stage Five to Santa Barbara 

will follow the central coast until the sprint city of Guadalupe, where the field will 

leave the flatlands and head east to the Santa Ynez Mountains via the Solvang 

area.  The riders will then face the four-mile Category One climb to San Marcos 

Pass before descending to a beachfront finish in Santa Barbara. 

Stage Six: Saturday, Feb. 25 

This shorter stage with a hilly profile from Santa Barbara to Thousand Oaks 

features four KOM climbs in the 80 miles that precede three laps of a three-mile 

circuit in Thousand Oaks that will cover the stage’s final ten miles before finishing 

at title sponsor Amgen’s corporate campus.  

"Amgen staff are excited about welcoming the race to our corporate 

headquarters in Thousand Oaks and highlighting our Breakaway from Cancer 

initiative, a partnership with The Wellness Community to support cancer patients 

and their caregivers," said Daly. 

Stage Seven: Sunday, Feb. 26 

The race will culminate with a circuit race in Redondo Beach.  The stage 

will be active as the riders compete on ten laps of a 7.65 mile circuit along the 

Redondo Beach Esplanade and through an intermediate sprint line in Riviera 

Village before returning to the start/finish line on Harbor Street.  Thousands of 

spectators will be able to watch the race develop as the cyclists vie for the honor 

of winning the final stage of the first Amgen Tour of California. 

 For complete course maps and elevation profiles for each stage, please 

visit www.amgentourofcalifornia.com. 
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ABOUT AMGEN 

Amgen discovers, develops and delivers innovative human therapeutics. A 

biotechnology pioneer since 1980, Amgen was one of the first companies to 

realize the new science's promise by bringing safe and effective medicines from 

lab, to manufacturing plant, to patient. Amgen therapeutics have changed the 

practice of medicine, helping millions of people around the world in the fight 

against cancer, kidney disease, rheumatoid arthritis, and other serious illnesses. 

With a broad and deep pipeline of potential new medicines, Amgen remains 

committed to advancing science to dramatically improve people's lives. To learn 

more about our pioneering science and our vital medicines, visit 

www.amgen.com. 

ABOUT AEG 

AEG is one of the leading sports and entertainment presenters in the 

world.  AEG, a wholly owned subsidiary of The Anschutz Corporation, owns or 

controls a collection of companies including facilities such as STAPLES Center, 

The Home Depot Center, Toyota Sports Center, NOKIA Theater Times Square, 

NOKIA Theatre at Grand Prairie and London’s Manchester Evening News Arena; 

sports franchises including the Los Angeles Kings (NHL), Manchester Monarchs 

(AHL), Reading Royals (ECHL), Chicago Fire, Los Angeles Galaxy, Metrostars 

and San Jose Earthquakes (MLS), three hockey franchises operated in Europe, 

the Hammarby (Sweden) Futbol Club and management of shares of the Los 

Angeles Lakers (NBA) and Los Angeles Sparks (WNBA) owned by Philip 

Anschutz; AEG Marketing, a sponsorship, sales, naming rights and consulting 

company; AEG Merchandising, a multi-faceted merchandising company; and 

AEG Creative, a full-service marketing and advertising agency.  AEG LIVE, one 

of the world’s leading promoters of live concerts and other special events is also 

owned by AEG which is headquartered in Los Angeles. 
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